
Hi, I'm Remi
and I'm 11. The main issue

on climate change is that 
no one cares about it 
enough to make a big 

enough change.

My name is Hala
and I'm 10.

The earth is
changing and
we need to

do something
about it.

Hi, my name is Evelyn and
I'm 10. Our natural world

is dying because people
aren't playing their part.
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CLIMATE CHAMPION NAME



What emotions do you feel when thinking about climate change?

How do we show our emotions?
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Always show your main 
character’s emotions in stories. 

It helps readers understand 
the character and what 
is going On in their head.

When you write your 
story you want your 

readers to feel the 
same emotions as you 

do and give them 
something to think 

about.

Write down any notes here as you watch the video.



Write down any further notes from the quiz here.

We will look at this more later on in this course.

Quiz Answers
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When writing any story we always need to think of three main parts:

For our Climate Champion Story we will also:

• Characters

• Show your readers a climate change situation and make them feel the same emotions as you do. 

• Inspire them to become climate champions and do something positive by telling them a story – 
the story can be uplifting or sad. 

• Give them a moral that if we all do something we will save our planet.

• Where the story is set

• What is your story about and what will happen.
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Limit your story to
just one area of climate 
change so you can focus 

more on that and tell 
your story.



Do you do anything about to help climate change now?

Making Up a Character for your Story
You can make your character up or base it on yourself.

There are two main things to think about when creating a character.

1. What their character and personality is; such as are they clever, 
honest, determined, shy or outgoing.

2. What they physically look like; such as what colour is their hair or do they wear glasses.

Character & Personality
What is character?

Everyone can be 
a climate champion. 

You don’t have to be A
superhero with a 

cape!

33

When we create characters in stories
we can take inspiration from ourselves or others.

Let’s take a look at a famous climate champion.

Write down any notes about Greta here.

What is personality?

What sort of character & personality do you have? 

Using Greta as an inspiration, what sort of character & personality do you think 
a climate champion needs to have?



What does your character look like?
If you want to, draw your main character here.
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If you are not basing your character entirely on yourself,
write down here what their character and personality are.

This is a writing project and we need to use words to describe our character too.
Go through this list to help you describe them.

• Use colour to describe their skin, hair, clothes and eyes

• Do they have any specific features such as glasses, freckles or a scar(!)

• What does their hair look like e.g. in a bob, long, curly, messy.

• Think of the other senses such as smell and sound e.g. how do they talk

• Anything else e.g. wearing headphones.

• What age are they?

Write down your description here
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When people read stories 
they start to imagine in their 
mind what is going on – like 

making their own home movie. 
Do you do this when 

reading stories?

Describing 
what a character 

looks like and how they 
speak can really help 
readers see and hear 

your character in 
their own home movie 

of your story.

Do you have a name for your character? Don’t worry, thinking of names for characters 
can be really hard. (You can use your own name if you want to).

Write down any notes here

• What climate change is

• The causes of climate change

• The consequences

• What can be done.

Your story will be about an inspirational climate champion who encourages / motivates 
others to help reduce climate change.

To help you think about your story, let’s find out more about:

(You can read more about this in our Learning Resource).
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What part of climate change will we write about
What can we do to tackle it and inspire others to do something about it.

We need to think of the following

••
What part of climate change worries you the most / would you like to write about?

Do you think we can still do something
before it is too late?

What do you think we can do?

we need 
to reuse and 
recycle items.

The plot is basically what is going to happen in your story. Over thousands of years, authors have 
used basic plot structures to help them think of the start, the middle and the end of their story 
and in all sorts of different genres. Some stories contain lots of plots, some only one.

Below are four of these basic plot structures. Look at the definition provided and see if you 
can think of some stories you have read or watched on television or at the cinema that have 
this type of plot structure.

we need to switch 
to more sustainable 

fuels such as 
hydropower.

One of the main causes of 
climate change is the 

overuse of plastic which 
is throwing our eco-

systems out of balance.
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Quest
To overcome the monster, sometimes the main character has to go out on an adventure 
facing obstacles on the way.

Overcoming the Monster
This is most common of all plot types. In the story there is a baddie (the antagonist) 
who is threatening to do something against our main character (or the world). 
The monster could be a person, an organisation, a government or a company.

Tragedy
Sometimes you cannot overcome the monster and there is no happy ending.

Rebirth
This is where the main character starts off as a sort of anti-hero, not so nice and kind but, through 
a series of events, realises the error of their ways and changes before it is too late.

Dilemmas
You already know what part of the climate change problem you want to write about. Here we are going 
to look at how we can try and tackle it.

A dilemma is the problem the main character has to face in a story. In all stories there must be some 
sort of dilemma for your main character to face. 

The main dilemma in our stories isn’t climate change itself but the causes of climate change.

Please remember, there is no easy way to fix the causes of climate change. As much as we would love
to snap our fingers and make them go away, it is going to take some time and all of us to sort things out.

Can you think of a plot type (or maybe two or three) you would want to have in your story?
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We are going to watch a video to help us. Write down any notes here.

At first they may try and stop us but, in a rebirth type of story, 
they may change their mind after listening to you.

How are we going to tackle the climate change issue?

As a group let us chat about our ideas and why we think they are a good idea.

Who can help or stop us trying to help save our planet? Tick whether they could help or stop us.

Our Friends HELP US STOP US

Overcome a dilemma about climate change by taking action or by speaking to people in charge?
Have to go on a quest facing problems like people saying no to you (but in the end succeed)?

Thinking about the plot types above can help. Do you?

•
Find it really difficult to do anything, despite all your best efforts, because there is not 
enough support (and therefore your story is a tragedy). •
Manage to persuade someone who previously did not want to help fight the climate change 
problem to now do so (and this would be a rebirth story)•

•

Any Others

Politicians HELP US STOP US
HELP US STOP US

Teachers / our SchooL HELP US STOP US

Our Family HELP US STOP US

Our Neighbours HELP US STOP US

Companies HELP US STOP US
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Creating a Scene for our Story
Our stories need to start somewhere. Straight away let’s get our readers emotional about what 
is going on by creating a heart breaking scene about climate change. 

When thinking about a scene think of:

• What the weather is like

• What is in the scene (using colour helps readers visualise the scene)

• What other senses are in the scene? For example: what noises or smells are there?

• Is there any movement? For example: is it windy or raining or are there people 
or animals doing something in particular?

• Think of a poor innocent animal or child suffering because of what is going on 
and describe this in the setting.

Exercise
Have a go at describing the scene I will show you in the workshop. Let us see what we put down.

Have a go setting the first scene for your story. Remember, you want to create a very powerful 
and emotional scene. If it helps, draw your scene here.
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This is a creative writing project so you will need to use words to describe the scene in your story.

Part One: Set the Scene

Part TWO: Introduce your Climate Champion

It is always important to plan everything you want to have in your story before you write it. 
Let us go through a basic plan and talk through it.

Write down any notes here about the basic plan.

• It is not too late to help fight climate change.

• We all need to work together to stop climate change.

This means what can be learned from reading your story. As examples:
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Part FOUR: Who or what is stopping you tackle this issue?

Part FIVE: What happens. Do you overcome the dilemma?

Writing Up Your Story
Your story can be up to 1000 words long. You can write it or type it up but only those typed up 
will be shared online. If you like, you can draw some pictures to go with it or add images.

The deadline for your story will be 19th August 2024. I will be in touch with your family about 
this and how we can showcase your story too.

If you have any queries, please ask a parent or carer to get in touch.

Part SIX: The Moral

Part THREE: What part of climate change is your story about?


